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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

A method for accessing information related to a Product stored in a 
main computer from a remote computer, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing product data related to a plurality of products in a memory of 
the main computer; 

storing product data related to at least oneybf the products in a memory 
of the remote computer; 

selecting one of the products at the rembte computer; 
generating a data request query relate^! to the selected product at the 
remote computer; 

automatically establishing a data ltfik between the remote computer 
and the main computer after generating the dat^request query; 

transmitting the data request qvpry from the remote computer to the 
main computer; 

selecting updated product^ta at the main computer in response to the 
data request query; 

transmitting th^ updated jj(k>cluct dat^ from the main computer to the 
remote computer; and 

automatically terminating the data/link between the remote computer 
and the main computer after transmjrctingHh^tipdated product data from the main 
computer to the remote computer. < 

2. The methon of claim 1, wherein the data request query related 
to the selected product at the remote computer is a SQL statement. 

3. The metnod of claim 1, further comprising the step of 
transmitting a map from the main computer to the remote computer along with the 
updated product data to instpct the remote computer in the integration of the updated 
product data and the product data stored in the memory of the remote computer. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the data request query is 
generated automatically upon selecting one of the products at the remote computer. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of replacing 
portions of the product data stored on the remote computer with updated product data 
transmitted from ther main computer. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the product data includes 
graphical and textual data. 
*• 7. The method of claim 6, further composing the step of 

transmitting display information from the main computer to the remote computer, the 
5 display information indicating a format of the textual dap. and a display location 
of the graphical data relative to the textual data. 

8. The method of claim 7, furthei* comprising the step of 
transmitting updated graphical data from the main computer to the remote computer if 
the graphical data stored in the memory of the remote computer is different from the 

10 graphical data stored in the memory of the mairf computer. 

9. The method of claim 8/ further comprising the step of 
integrating graphical data stored in the merp(ory of the remote computer with the 
textual data received from the main computer using the display information received 
from the main computer to format the graphical data and the textual data to generate 

15 the product information data related tofthe product. 

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of selecting updated 
product data at the main computer yn response to the data request query comprises the 
steps of: 

comparing a revision level of the graphical data stored in the memory 
20 of the remote computer to a reyision level of the graphical data stored in the memory 
of the main computer; and 

selecting the graphical data stored in the memory of the main computer 
with a different revision level than the graphical data stored in the memory of the 
remote computer to determine the updated graphical data. 
25 11. Thfe method of claim 10, further comprising the step of 

replacing portions of the graphical data stored in the memory of the remote computer 
with the updated graphical data transmitted from the main computer. 

12. /The method of claim 3, wherein the product data includes 
graphical and textual data. 
30 13. / The method of claim 12, wherein the step of selecting updated 

product data at th^main computer in response to the data request query comprises the 
steps of: 
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comparing a revision level of the graphical data stored'in the memory 
of the remote computer to a revision level of the graphical data stored in the memory 
of the main computer; and 

selecting the graphical data stored in the memow of the main computer 
5 with a different revision level than the graphical data stored fix the memory of the 
remote computer to determine updated graphical data. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of 
replacing portions of the graphical data stored in the memory of the remote computer 
with the updated graphical data transmitted from the/main computer. 
10 15. The method of claim 1, wh^ein the product data includes 

constant data and variable data. 

16. The method of claim 15/ wherein step of selecting updated 
product data at the main computer in response to the data request query comprises the 
steps of: 

15 comparing a revision levef of the constant data stored in the memory of 

the remote computer to a revision leve/ of the constant data stored in the memory of 
the main computer; and 

selecting the constarft data stored in the memory of the main computer 
with a different revision level than the constant data stored in the memory of the 

20 remote computer to determine updated constant data. 

17. The metnod of claim 16, further comprising the step of 
replacing portions of the constant data stored in the memory of the remote computer 
with the portions of the updated constant data transmitted from the main computer. 

yt£. A apparatus for accessing information related to a product 
25 selected by a user, the device comprising: 

a remote/computer having a memory configured to store product data 
for a product, the remote computer configured to generate a data request query for the 
product upon selection by a user, the remote computer further configured to establish 
a data link between pe remote computer and a main computer after the data request 
30 query has been generated, and the remote computer further configured to terminate the 
data link with tlWmain computer after receiving the updated product data from the 
main computer;/ 
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the main computer having a memory configured to stofe product data 
related to a plurality of products, the main computer configured to/receive the data 
request query from the remote computer and select updated pr^auct data for the 
selected product; and 

5 communication hardware coupling the renrfbte computer to the main 

computer, the communication hardware configured to^lxansmit the data request query 
from the remote computer to the main computer aipa transmit the updated product data 
from the main computer to the remote computer/ 

19. The apparatus of claim/L8, wherein the main computer is 

10 further configured to provide a map along With the updated product data to instruct the 
remote computer in the integration of updated product data and the product data 
stored in the memory of the remote computer. 

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the product data includes 
graphical and textual data. 

15 21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the remote computer is 

configured to replace portions of the graphical data stored in the memory of the 
remote computer with the^graphical data transmitted from the main computer. 

22. Tne apparatus of claim 21, wherein the remote computer is 
further configured toyfeceive display information from the main computer to format 
20 the display of the textual data and the display location of the graphical data relative to 
the textual data. 

i3. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the remote computer is 
further configured to integrate graphical data stored in the memory of the remote 
computer yith the textual data received from the main computer using the display 
25 informatipn received from the main computer to format the graphical data and the 
textual jflata to generate the product information data related to the product. 

24. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the product data includes 
consfant data and variable data. 
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